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Song List
Set 1

State of the Union
 Sanity Street #201
 It’s a Coup!
 Burning Dumpster Fire (SIP)
 Hideaway That Fear, #139
 Sentimental Journey, #78

History of the Grannies
Issues Worth Fighting For
 Gun Control Now! Now! Now!, #166
 When We’re Marching, #159
 Honest History, #180
 Immigrant Rights, #22
 This Old Grey Granny, #7
 Go Ahead and Die!, #61

Holidays are Coming
 Fair Trade Wonderland, #H2
 Buy & Sell, #H1

Break for open mic

Set 2
More Issues Worth Fighting For
 Children of War, #187
 Let Peace Unfold, #144
 Conservation’s Too Slow, #18
 When Will We Ever Learn, #128
 Abortion Cheer, #175
 If My Uterus Were a Gun, #115

When we unite, we win!
 Hey Neighbor
 Unite to Amend, #70
 Down at the Polling Place, #154
 Democracy’s Gonna Soar, #202
 We will Sing Wisconsin’s Song, #160
 We are the Guardrails Now, #192
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SCRIPT

Introduction 

[Tracey] Good evening! Thank you for joining us tonight. We are the Raging Grannies of 
Madison and Dane County. We rage for peace and justice. We are one of at least 4 gaggles 
(gaggles are what we call Raging Granny groups) in Wisconsin. We’ve been performing in 
Madison since 2003. While we hope you will be entertained this evening, we are not 
entertainers. Rather, we are activist women, of a certain age, who sing their protests, often 
employing just a bit of satire [Kathy holds up Sarcasm Ahead sign]. Grannies have something 
to say about what’s going on in the world. So, sit back and get comfortable because there’s no 
shutting us up! We are going to start off with some State of the Union songs. Anyone feeling a 
little bit crazy since last January?

State of the Union

 Sanity Street #201

[Pam Moe]: It’s a coup!!
[Hilde]: It’s a coup!!

 It’s a Coup, #197

[Ricki]: Is it hot in here? Or is it just us? [Grannies fan themselves]

 Burning Dumpster Fire (SIP)

[Bonnie Block]: The regime wants us to fear them and hate each other. Grannies say, Let’s 
teach peace!

 Hideaway That Fear, #139

[Rebecca]: This song is dedicated to Robert La Follette, a former governor of Wisconsin and US
Senator. Known for his rousing oratory, he supported progressive reforms and frequently 
clashed with party leaders, earning him the nickname "Fighting Bob." As a young man, he 
developed a fierce opposition to corporate power and political corruption. Later, he supported
the growth of unions to check the power of large corporations. In 1909, La Follette and his 
wife Belle founded "La Follette's Weekly Magazine," a journal that campaigned for suffrage, 
racial equality, and other progressive causes. Grannies think that Bob and Belle would be 
appalled that workers are once again fighting for rights that were achieved long ago with their 
help.

 Sentimental Journey, #78
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History of Raging Grannies

[Barb Park]: We thought you might be interested in the herstory of the Raging Grannies. The 
Raging Grannies is an international disorganization--we refuse to organize ourselves! Gaggles 
of grannies can be found all over the world, but they started in Canada…in protest of the US 
military! In 1987, in British Columbia, a group of older, educated, middle class women wanted 
to know why a US nuclear submarine was parked in their maritime neighborhood outside of 
Victoria. When no local authority could answer questions to their satisfaction, they took the 
next most reasonable step: They paddled their kayaks out to the ship to ask their unwelcomed
guests. In response, our illustrious Navy turned their fire hoses on them. The Navy apparently 
did not know the cardinal rule of older women--don’t piss off the grannies!--because the next 
day, the women paddled out again. This time they brought their umbrellas! And thus, a 
movement was born.

The Raging Grannies started as an anti-war activist group. But since our inception, Grannies 
have realized that many other issues require our attention—issues like gun violence, climate 
change, healthcare justice, and immigrant rights, to name a few. Our evening of songs will 
touch on all those issues.

[Deborah]: The number one cause of death in children in the US is gun violence. It surpasses 
death by car accidents and cancer. 

 Gun Control Now! Now! Now!, #166

[Deborah, please add your notes about high school kids walking out of class before When 
We’re Marching.]

 When We’re Marching, #159

[Mary P]: Unless you are full-blooded native American, your ancestors or you are an 
immigrant on this land. Let’s get real about who belongs here and who doesn’t. We need 
some honest history.

 Honest History, #180

[Mary Gandolfo]: We support our immigrant neighbors. They come here to work and build a 
better life for their themselves and their families. Immigrants are an important part of the 
tapestry of people who make up America. We need new laws to help keep them here. As for 
the ICE agents, the violent thugs too cowardly to show their faces while terrorizing immigrants
and citizens alike, their day of reckoning will come, along with their boss Kristy Noem. We will 
not rest until there is justice!

 Immigrant Rights, #22
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[Mary Juckem]: The US is the richest country in world. And for the collective efforts of 
American workers, what do we have to show for it but the worst healthcare of any developed 
nation. Grannies say healthcare is a human right!

 This Old Grey Granny, #7

[Deb HG]: The next song is dedicated to Senator Joni Ernst who sarcastically quipped that we will all 
die someday when her constituent worried that people without affordable healthcare would die.

 Go Ahead and Die!, #61
 
[Barb Arnold]: We’ve covered a lot of big topics so far this evening. Before we take a short 
break for open mic, we thought we’d cheer you up with a couple of holiday songs. Grannies 
think it’s not too early to get in the holiday spirit. We hope you will shop at the Fair Trade 
market at Monona Terrace this holiday season. The Raging Grannies will sing at the Market on 
December 6th. We hope to see you there!

 Fair Trade Wonderland, #H2
 Buy & Sell, #H1

Break for open mic

Set 2

[Ann Larsen]: The war in the middle east is ongoing with unspeakable atrocities. The tragedies 
are almost too great for us to comprehend. And the Ukraine war rages on and on. And we’ve 
bombed Iran. And now Venezuela! In all wars, too many children pay the ultimate price, and 
so many are left traumatized for life, physically and emotionally. We must end all wars.

 Children of War, #187
 Let Peace Unfold, #144

[Kathy Miner]: As predicted by scientists, climate change is rapidly accelerating, causing 
extreme heat events, droughts, and forest fires with far-reaching smoke, massive and 
dangerous storms, and loss of habitat leading to extinctions and migrations of animals, and 
soon humans. We must act now. Conservation is too slow. Will we ever learn?

 Conservation’s Too Slow, #18
 When Will We Ever Learn, #128
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[Deb K]: The regime has successfully stripped women of their right to make decisions for their 
own bodies. When the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, they set reproductive rights 
set back to the early 1970s when abortion was illegal and desperate women died from unsafe 
back alley abortions. Women are once again dying from preventable deaths due to the lack of 
reproductive healthcare. In some states, women are being prosecuted for having an abortion 
and in some states women have even been prosecuted for suffering a miscarriage. States are 
also prosecuting doctors making them fearful of providing medically necessary abortions. 
Grannies say: a woman’s body is all her own!

 Abortion Cheer, #175

[Kathleen Q]: Have you heard the news of late, how Republicans in state after state are 
launching big legislative fights against women's reproductive rights??

 If My Uterus was a Gun, #115

[Cathy W-P]: Grannies know that life in these United States looks pretty bleak now. But we 
still have a lot of fight in us. We hope you’ll join us in fighting for our democracy, for decency 
and civil rights. We are neighbors. Let’s work together!

 Hey Neighbor

[Jade]: The mess we are in didn’t begin with the supreme court’s decision that corporations 
are people. But it sure did help it along. Elections are now bought by those with the deepest 
pockets—corporations and billionaires. And they rarely have our best interests at heart. 
Getting money out of politics is a tall order, and a necessary one.

 Unite to Amend, #70

[Suzy]: We are looking forward to speaking our minds at the polling place next November! 
Grannies are hoping for another blue wave like the one we had this past election day.

 Down at the Polling Place, #154

[Carol]: Voting is not going to be enough to turn the country around. People who care about 
democracy have to keep fighting for it. We are not going to stop until we win.

 Democracy’s Gonna Soar, #202

[Sue Trace]: Grannies believe in the basic decency, strength, and patriotism of Wisconsinites. 
Remember what we did last year with our supreme court race?! We showed Elon Musk his 
money is no good in Wisconsin. Forward Wisconsin!

 We will Sing Wisconsin’s Song, #160
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 [Joy] The checks and balances that have held our country together for almost 250 years are 
being destroyed by the regime. The future of our country is now up to each one of us. We are 
the guardrails now.

 We are the Guardrails Now, #192

[Joy]: Who are the guardrails? 2X
[All]: We are the guardrails! 2X

[Jennie P]: Thank you all for being here! We are the Raging Grannies!
[All]: WE! RAGE! ON!


